
 

 

 

 

The Starfish Story 
                                                                                                        

As a young child walked along a beach at dawn, he noticed an old 

man ahead of him picking up starfish and tossing them into the 

sea. Catching up with the man, the child asked why he was doing 

this. The old man explained that the stranded starfish would die if 

left in the morning sun. "But the beach goes on for miles and 

there are thousands of starfish," exclaimed the child. "How can 

you alone make any difference?" The old man looked at the  

starfish in his hand and then tossed it safely into the waves. He 

turned to the child, smiled, and said, "I made a difference to that 

one.” 

The Starfish Program 
  

Lent is a season of sacrifice. The Starfish program provides a way 
to share with our brothers and sisters in Haiti. It will run during 
Lent, from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. Ezekiel, in 

cooperation with local nonprofit Haitian Relief Services, is  
supporting three different projects in Ganthier commune of Haiti:  
A school built by our River Falls community in Ganthier, was 

completed in 2010. It serves about 650 children from pre-school 
through ninth grade and requires a staff of 34 people, including 
teachers, a principal, secretary, and custodian.  With help from 

two grants from the Mary Alphonse Bradley Fund, an orphanage 
was completed in 2019 and a health center in 2021. The  
orphanage is home to 28 boys and girls, supervised by a  

volunteer. Orphanage expenses for food, clothing, school  
supplies, etc., are about $2,000 per month. The health center is 
also run by volunteers, much like our Pierce and St. Croix County 

Free Clinic. The health center is currently being furnished with 
furniture, lab equipment, medical supplies, and personal health 
supplies as funds become available. All Starfish offerings will be 

used to help support these three projects, which are led by Ezekiel 
and so important to the people of Ganthier. 

How can you help?    
      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
To contribute by check, make your check out to Ezekiel/Starfish, 
write “Starfish” on the envelope, and place it in the offering plate 
or turn it in at the office. If we all share generously, we can make 
life a little better for the people of Ganthier, Haiti.   
                                                                                         

To support a teacher for 1 month requires $150.                                                                              

To support a teacher for 9 months requires $1350.                                                                            

To support a teacher for 12 months requires $1800.                                                                           

To support the orphans for 1 month requires $2000.     
 

Of course, all donations are welcome! 
 

Haitian Relief Services is currently sending $2500 to the school, 
$2000 to the orphanage, and $2000 to the health center each 
month.  All donations to Ezekiel through the Starfish program go 
directly to Haiti through Haitian Relief Services.  See their  
website at http://haitianrelief.org. 
 

The past three years have been especially difficult for the Haitian 
people, whose lives are difficult even in the best of times. They 
have experienced serious inflation economically, and armed 
gangs that make life very dangerous and miserable for them.  All 
donations are wired bank to bank, arrive safely, and are used  
carefully and efficiently to provide life-giving food and supplies.  
We can make a huge difference to the people of Ganthier.  
 

 Jesus tells us in Matthew 25: 40                                                                                             
“As oft as you did it for one of the least of these, my brothers 

and sisters, you did it unto me.” 

http://haitianrelief.org

