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Welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran Church! We are pleased that you are worshipping with us 
today! 
 

*Please stand. 
 

Prelude   “You Are My Hiding Place”                                    Lender 
                                                “Change My Heart, O God”                                 Espinosa 
                                                “O Lord You Are Beautiful”                                     Green  
                                                                     

Welcome  

Confession 
 Leader: People of God: We were created to experience joy in communion with 
  God, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of creation. But 
  sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not 
  enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve 
  God, who does not desire us to suffer, but to turn and live. 

  As followers of Jesus we are called to struggle against everything that 

  leads us away from the love of God and neighbor. Repentance, fasting, 

  prayer, and doing God’s work with our hands—the disciplines of Lent—

  help us to find success in our spiritual struggle. I invite you, therefore, to 

  commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking God for 

  strength to persevere in your own Lenten disciplines. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 Leader: Most holy and merciful Father: 
       All: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion 
  of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own 
  fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what 
  we have left undone. 

 Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
  have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, 
  as we have been forgiven.  
       All: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

 Leader: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
  been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.  
       All: Have mercy on us, Lord. 



 Leader: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride,  
  hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,  
       All: we confess to you, Lord. 

 Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other  
  people,  
       All: we confess to you, Lord. 

 Leader: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate 
  than ourselves,  
       All: we confess to you, Lord. 

 Leader: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty 
  in daily life and work,   
       All: we confess to you, Lord. 

 Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the 
  faith that is in us,  
       All:  we confess to you, Lord. 

 Leader: Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our 
  blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
  and cruelty,  
       All: accept our repentance, Lord. 

 Leader: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
  and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,          
        All: accept our repentance, Lord. 

  Leader: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
  those who come after us,   
        All: accept our repentance, Lord. 

  Leader: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.  
        All: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen 

 

Imposition of Ashes 

Those who desire to receive ashes come forward. 

 Leaders: You are not immortal. 
  You are dust and to dust you shall return. 
  But hear also that God walks with you and loves you unconditionally,  
  today, tomorrow, and forever. 
  Amen. 



Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 
New Testament Lesson: Romans 5: 12-19 
 
Chancel Choir Anthem       “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”                                Burke 
    
“Please rise for the Lenten Acclamation.” 

Prayer of the Day 

   Leader:    Let us pray. 

         All:    Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages  
  within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you 
  tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and 
  when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus 
  Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 Leader: O God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, gives us the strength we 
  need to turn from sin and live. We ask You to grant us true repentance 
  and pray for your Spirit to inspire us, that the rest of our life may be holy, 
  and that at the last we may come to eternal joy, through Jesus Christ our 
  Lord.  
       All: Amen 

Silence for reflection. 

Announcements 

Starfish Temple Talk                                                                                    Curt Larson 
 

Opening Hymn                     “O Lord Throughout These 40 Days”                  ELW 319  
 

*Apostolic Greeting 

     Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

  of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

          All: And also with you. 



*Lenten Acclamation 

*Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
    the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day  
    he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
    Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
    everlasting. Amen. 

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 (page 3 in pew Bible) 

    Leader:   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the fourth chapter. 
         All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

                 (The Gospel is proclaimed...) 
 

    Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
         All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Word for the Day                                                                                  Allison Klein 
 

Hymn of the Day              “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”                  ELW 712 



*Prayers of the Church 
   Leader: Merciful God,  
        All: receive our prayer. 

 The Sharing of the Peace of Christ 
   Leader: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
        All: And also with you. 
 

(People may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and say: “Peace be with you.”)  

Lord’s Prayer 

         All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread  

           and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

       And lead us not into temptation,  

           but deliver us from evil, 

           for thine is the kingdom,  

           and the power, and the glory,  

           forever and ever.  Amen.  

Offering Prayer 
        All: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present 

  them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our 

  hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence 

  through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

Offering             

Benediction 
   Leader: God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy 
  Spirit of rebirth, bless you in this Lenten journey. 
        All: Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn                        “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                              ELW 733 



 

Dismissal 

    Leader:    Go in peace. Serve in love. 

         All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                          “In The Cross of Christ I Glory”                          Conkey 



 

Portions of our service and today’s hymns can be found in the Evangelical Worship (ELW) ©2006  

For your convenience the words and music have been printed in your worship folder with the permission of   

Augsburg Fortress - License #15208-ELW. 

 
Worship Assistants 

 
Leader:   Allison Klein   
Musicians:   Darla Benson  
Cantor:   Mary Ashbach 
Reader:                                    Karen Olson 
Sound:    Matthew Mitchell 
Recording Tech:  Aiden Olson 
Ushers:               Jim Ashbach, Mary Ashbach, Josh Ashbach 
Coffee Hour:   Vicki Olson, Cora Olson, Ruth Emerson, John Warneke                      
                                                 
 


