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Welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran Church! We are pleased that you are worshipping with us 
today! 
   

*Please stand. 
 

Prelude                  “O Come All Ye Faithful”                                                      Wade   
                                    “Silver Bells”                                                                           Evan 
                                    “Hymne”                                                                            Vangelis 
   “Lo, How a Rose We're Blooming”               Baker 
   “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”                Sears 
   “What Child Is This”                    Dix                  

Welcome and Announcements      
                            

*The Call to Worship (inspired by Isaiah 11:1-10 and Romans 15:4-13) 
   Pastor: A shoot soon comes from Jesse’s stump,  
  And a branch shall spring from roots. 
        All: Rejoice! Rejoice! All God’s children. 
  Let the people give God praise. 
   Pastor: A leader soon comes who will lift the poor 
  With righteousness around his waist.  
        All: Rejoice! Rejoice! All God’s children. 
   Let all the people give God praise. 
   Pastor: A child soon comes from an innocent place 
  With wisdom and might he’ll lead the way. 
       All: Rejoice! Rejoice! All God’s children. 
  Let all the people give God praise. 
 

Hymn    “Light One Candle to Watch For Messiah”  vs. 2           ELW 240 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle    
   Reader:    Our homes and our world are under siege with information: 
  Television and telemarketing; blogs and texting: 
  So much information often bearing too little wisdom. 
  Angry voices compelling hate; 
  Quiet voices counseling complacency;  
  Mechanical voices offering “deals” – 
  Too much information! Too little wisdom!     
       All: Confusion surrounds us; Truth gets lost.   
 Reader:       We call out in our confusion: 
       All: Where is your Wisdom, O God? 

  Where is the word that leads to life? 



Reader: We remind ourselves of our ancient story: John, Zachariah's son, out in 
  the desert at the time, received a message from God, He went all through 
  the country around the Jordan River preaching a baptism of life-change 
  leading to forgiveness of sins, as described in the words of Isaiah the 
  prophet: “...prepare God’s arrival! Make [God’s] road smooth and  
  straight!” 
  Let us light this second candle of Advent, a candle of Peace.  
  In its light, let us think quietly and peacefully, about what voices of true 
  life-change and forgiveness  are speaking in our world right now. 

 

Pause for reflection. 
 

  Let this candle of Advent Peace shine in our hearts all week and remind 
  us to enter times of quiet and peace in order to listen, through the noise of 
  our lives, for the call to prepare for the Holy One.                                                                                                
 

The Invocation 
 God of the waiting wanderers in the wilderness, 
 We enter this moment of worship expecting that when we leave this hour 

  of prayer, 
 We will be full of the courage needed to stand as a signal. 
 We come to the mountain to feel closer to your presence, O God. 
 May the mountains yield prosperity for your people. 
 May righteousness flourish and peace abound. 
 You, alone, are the God who does wondrous things. 
 May your glory fill this place as we worship you in spirit and in truth. 

  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn             “Prepare the Royal Highway”                          ELW 264 

The Prayer of Confession  
   Pastor: We gather together in this season of Advent anticipating hope, praying 
  for peace, attempting to cultivate joy and share love.  
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

       All: God, we admit that we do not always stand as a signal for your  
  righteousness. In the hustle and bustle of our lives, we have left little 
  room to witness—to be your hands and feet in a world that needs us 
  now more than ever. In the warm belly of comfort, many of us have 
  relaxed in the layers of our privilege, not attending to the needs of
  the least of these. Forgive us, O God. Give us the courage to stand 
  tall, to follow in the footsteps of the one who came to secure justice 
  for the poor, bring equity to the meek, and condemn the wicked with 
  his lips. And on that day, we shall stand as a signal to the people. 
  Amen.  



The Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 (page 2 in pew Bible) 

   Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the third chapter. 
        All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

                 (The Gospel is proclaimed...) 
 

   Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
        All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message                             Marci Norum                      
 
Word For the Day                   “There is Hope For a Tree”          Pastor Paul N. Svingen 
 
The Hymn of the Day              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                          ELW 279 

Gospel Acclamation 

Words of Grace and Forgiveness 
   Pastor: Beloved, know that God’s grace and mercy abound, and in God and  
  Christ, we are forgiven. Let us live into this gift. 
       All: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
   Pastor:     Let us pray. 
        All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  
  By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and  
  peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  
  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  Amen. 
 

First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14 



*The Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
    the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day  
    he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
    Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
    everlasting. Amen. 

Offering Prayer  
        All: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water 
  to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine and 
  money and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 
  need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our 
  Savior. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the Church 
   Pastor: God, in your mercy, 

The Great Thanksgiving 

   Pastor: The Lord be with you.                              

        All: And also with you. 

   Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                           

        All: We lift them to the Lord. 

    Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

        All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… …we praise your name and join 

  their unending hymn: 

 The Sharing of the Peace of Christ 
   Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
        All: And also with you. 
 

(People may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and say: “Peace be with you.”)  

Offering 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed... ...do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer  

         All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread  

           and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

       And lead us not into temptation,  

           but deliver us from evil, 

           for thine is the kingdom,  

           and the power, and the glory,  

           forever and ever.  Amen.  

Communion Distribution 
As Lutherans, we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, the 
body and blood of our Lord.  All who desire to receive the gifts of grace, forgiveness, 
and new life are welcome to come to the Lord’s table. You do not need to be Lutheran 
or a member of Ezekiel to receive these gifts from God. We will be receiving  
communion by bread and cup. Both red wine and white grape juice, at the center of the 
serving tray, are provided.  Gluten-free is available. The ushers will direct you to the 
front to be served. 
 

 



 

Portions of our service and today’s hymns can be found in the Evangelical Worship (ELW) ©2006  

For your convenience the words and music have been printed in your worship folder with the permission of   

Augsburg Fortress - License #15208-ELW. 

Sending Hymn       “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”            ELW 242       
 
Dismissal 

    Pastor:    Go in peace. Christ is near 

         All:   Thanks be to God.                                                 

 
Postlude                            " Hark the Herald Angels Sing"          Wesley/Mendelssohn  
      
                              
                   

Prayer Team members are available for private prayers on the sides of the sanctuary 
after you take communion. 
 
Communion Hymn                      “Hark the Glad Sound”                                 ELW 239 
 
Post Communion Blessing 
 
Benediction 
   Pastor: Let us go forth knowing that we are led by God, that we are held by God, 
  that we are loved by God. Let us know that God empowers us as God 
  holds and leads and loves us; And knowing all that, Let us stand as a  
  signal that the glory of God dwells with us now and forever more.  
       All: Amen.           



Worship Assistants 
 
Pastor:    Pastor Paul N. Svingen  
Musicians:        Darla Benson, Greg Carter 
Reader:                  Vicki Olson 
Sound:    Jim Ashbach 
Recording Tech:  Stapleton Family 
Ushers:      Jeff Bjork, Larry Larson, Tom Soderberg    
Communion Servers:  Evelyn Ashbach, Kathy Cudd, Cathy Hjersjo    
Altar Guild:   Dee Larson, Mary Ashbach, Evelyn Ashbach 
Nursery Attendant:  Cora Olson    
Coffee Hour:             Pam Anderson, Tom Anderson, Ruth Emerson, John   
                                                Warneke 
     
     
 
 


