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Welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran Church! We are pleased that you are worshipping with us 
today! 
   

*Please stand. 
 

Prelude                    “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                          Franz'en 
                                      “Holy Is the Lord”                                                           Schubert 
                                      “Emmanuel”                                                                       McGee                                       

Welcome and Announcements      
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle      
 
Hymn    “Light One Candle to Watch For Messiah”  vs. 1           ELW 240                                                                                                      
                            

*The Call to Worship 
   Pastor: In Advent we watch and wait, and prepare to welcome the Christ Child  
  into the world.  
        All: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
   Pastor: In Advent we prepare for a life of discipleship,  
  and watch faithfully for signs of God’s light breaking into the world        
        All: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
   Pastor: As we wait, dear One, we watch for signs of your action in the world,  
  Actions of compassion and grace breaking in.   
       All: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
   Pastor: Holy God, we recognize that we do not know the day or the hour,  
  but we know that the day is near.  
       All: Come, Lord Jesus, come!  Be born anew in our world and in our  
  lives.  
 

The Invocation 
In this season as the days grow shorter and the shadows lengthen,  
we gather in eager expectation for the Light of the World to dawn.  
Help us, God, to lay aside all the works of night  
and even our cynicism as we enter this sacred season.  
During this hour of worship, send your Spirit to empower us  
to live in the light with hope. Amen.   
 

The Thanksgiving for Baptism 
   Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
       All: Amen. 
 

    



Gathering Hymn             “My Lord, What a Morning”                            ELW 438 

   Pastor: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's  
   mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
    

   Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, 
   for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
   and by your Word you created the world, 
   calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
   Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
   Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
   At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
   Spirit. 
   By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
   making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
   We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
   and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
   Shower us with your Spirit, 
   and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
   To you be given honor and praise  
   through Jesus Christ our Lord 
   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
       All: Amen. 

The Prayer of Confession  
       All: Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the promise of this sacred 
  season and for the joy we find in the Christ Child.  Yet even as we 
  rejoice, we recognize that we often fail to live with the hope of  
  redemption. In this season of anticipation, we know that we are  
  easily distracted by our own projects and preparation.  We lose focus 
  on the one who is the Source of our joy. Forgive us, God, and restore 
  our hope in you. Amen.  
 
God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
   Pastor: The promise of the season of Advent is the promise of Emmanuel, God 
  with us. Jesus calls us to keep awake so that we are ready for God’s  
  arrival. Therefore, let us lay aside all those things that distract us from 
  faithful watching for God. Friends, believe the Good News of the  
  Gospel:  
       All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 



Prayer of the Day 

     Pastor:     Let us pray. 

         All:    Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful  
  protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and  
  enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and  
  reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation 

First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 

Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14 

The Hymn on the Word         “Canticle of the Turning”                                  ELW 723 

Chancel Choir Anthem           “Shine Like the Sun”                              Ylvisaker/Black 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 (page 27 in pew Bible) 

   Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-fourth chapter. 
        All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

                 (The Gospel is proclaimed...) 
 

   Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
        All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message                 Marci Norum             
 
Word For the Day                   “Leaning Forward”                      Pastor Paul N. Svingen 
 
The Hymn of the Day              “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs. 1, 2, 8       ELW 
257 



*The Confession of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

      I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
    the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day  
    he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
    Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
    everlasting. Amen. 

The Call to Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
   Pastor: In response to the promise of God, let us give thanks through the  
  presentation of our gifts and offerings. 
       All: God of hopeful waiting, we give thanks for all of the ways  

 in which you reveal yourself to us.  Help us to clear away the many 
  distractions of this season and offer our whole lives as gifts to you.  

 May these offerings nurture all of the ways in which your promise 
  is breaking into the world in acts of compassion and justice.  
  May these gifts nurture your rule of peace.  Amen. 

*The Prayers of the Church 
   Pastor: God, in your mercy, 
        All: receive our prayer. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

   Pastor: The Lord be with you.                              

        All: And also with you. 

   Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                           

        All: We lift them to the Lord. 

    Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

        All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… …we praise your name and join 

  their unending hymn: 

 The Sharing of the Peace of Christ 
   Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
        All: And also with you. 
 

(People may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and say: “Peace be with you.”)  



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed... ...do this for the remembrance of me. 

Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

         All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread  

           and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

       And lead us not into temptation,  

           but deliver us from evil, 

           for thine is the kingdom,  

           and the power, and the glory,  

           forever and ever.  Amen.  



Communion Distribution 
As Lutherans, we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, the 
body and blood of our Lord.  All who desire to receive the gifts of grace, forgiveness, 
and new life are welcome to come to the Lord’s table. You do not need to be Lutheran 
or a member of Ezekiel to receive these gifts from God. We will be receiving  
communion by bread and cup. Both red wine and white grape juice, at the center of the 
serving tray, are provided.  Gluten-free is available. The ushers will direct you to the 
front to be served. 
 

Prayer Team members are available for private prayers on the sides of the sanctuary 
after you take communion. 

Communion Music              
 
Post Communion Blessing 
 
The Benediction 
   Pastor: Go into the world and keep awake!   

 The time is drawing near when God’s hope will be revealed.  
 Go into the world and keep watch! The signs of God’s light are breaking 

  into the world.  
 Go into the world and nurture hope for justice and peace this day and  

  always.   
       All: Amen.  
 
The Sending Music            “Joy to the World”                                                ELW 267       
 
Dismissal 

    Pastor:    Go in peace. Christ is near 

         All:   Thanks be to God.                                                 

 
Postlude                                 “Hark the Glad Sound”                                       Doddridge 
                              
                   



 

Portions of our service and today’s hymns can be found in the Evangelical Worship (ELW) ©2006  

For your convenience the words and music have been printed in your worship folder with the permission of   

Augsburg Fortress - License #15208-ELW. 

Worship Assistants 
 
Pastor:    Pastor Paul N. Svingen  
Musicians:        Darla Benson, Judy Wacholz 
Reader:                  Raymond Egan 
Sound:    Matthew Mitchell 
Recording Tech:  Josh Ashbach 
Ushers:      Jim Ashbach, Mary Ashbach, Evelyn Ashbach, Josh  
    Ashbach 
Communion Servers:  Lana Bjerstedt, Greg Carter, Cathy Hjersjo  
Altar Guild:   Leah Gavin, Ellie Richards     
Coffee Hour:             Maureen Paulson, Patti Kahut, Kathy Knott, Lloyd  
    DeMotts, Shirley DeMotts 
     
 
 


