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Welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran Church! We are pleased that you are worshipping with us 
today! 
 

Our Dreams and Visions to Build Ezekiel’s Future.  
At the start of today’s service, each person will receive a rock. There is a permanent 
marker for you. Throughout the service reflect upon your hopes, your vision or your 
dreams for the future of Ezekiel. Later in our service, everyone will be invited to write 
their dreams on their rocks and build the vision together. 
 

*Please stand. 
 

Prelude                                 
                                                                            

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Gatherings Songs                      “Our God”                      Tomlin/Reeves/Myrin/Redman 
        “Where the Spirit of the Lord Is”                         Adams  
 
*The Call to Worship  
   Pastor: We are given water 
        All: To renew our arid paths. 
   Pastor: We are given fire 
        All: To ignite our dreams. 
   Pastor: We are given winds 
       All: To move us towards our visions. 
  Pastor: We are given the earth 
       All: In which we plant seeds of hope. 
 
       All: Through the pieces of Creation, we see the steadfast presence of God 
  Through the stirring of the Spirit, we no longer stand still. 
 
The Prayer of Invocation 
       All: Creator God, Divine Artist,  
  You have placed climate, plants, seas and mountains 
  To be great encouragers in our lives. 
  Your Spirit moves seeds to trees, bulbs to lilies,  
  and clouds to rainbows. 



     The air we breathe enlivens us. 
  The streams we touch awaken us. 
  May we see Creation as a friend on our journey- 
  One who will teach us of your steadfast love. Amen. 

The Call to Reconciliation 
   Pastor: Quite often, we forget the great connection among God, our neighbors, 
  Creation, and us. Let us take time to reflect on our broken relationships. 

 
The Prayer of Reconciliation (Based on Psalm 104) 
   Pastor: Loving God, You make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your 
  ministers,  
      All:  And yet we turn our faces from the significance of Creation’s call. 
   Pastor: You make the springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the 
  hills, giving drink to every wild animal, 
       All: And yet we forget that clean water has become a privilege and not a 
  right. 
   Pastor: By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; they sing among 
  the branches,  
       All: And yet we have destroyed the homes of your wildlife. 
   Pastor: You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
  And plants for people to use, to bring forth from the earth, 
       All: And yet those who reap our crops are often forgotten. 
   Pastor: When You give to them, they gather it up; 
  When You open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
       All: And yet we are ungrateful, and close our mouths to praise. 
  In order for us to live into our dreams, 
  We are called to remember that caring for Creation is part of your 
  vision. 
  Spirit of wisdom and forgiveness, open our hearts to a new way of 
  caring, 
  One that remembers Creation as part of God’s family. 
 
The Words of Assurance 
   Pastor: Like the warm rain that falls in the summertime or the light snow of  
  winter, God’s grace is showered upon us, reminding us that this is the 
  moment to begin again. 
       All: Amen. 



First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 

Second Lesson: Romans 8:14-17 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:8-17 (page 108 in pew Bible) 

   Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourteenth chapter. 
        All: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

                 (The Gospel is proclaimed...) 
 

   Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
        All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon                                                                      Pastor  Paul N. Svingen 

Sermon                          “Listening and Hearing God’s Voice”     Pastor Paul N. Svingen                         
 
The Song of the Day     “Holy Spirit”                                  Bryan Torwalt/Katie Torwalt 
 
*The Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*Prayers of the Church 
    Pastor: God in your mercy,  
         All: hear our prayer. 
 
 



The Call to Offering 
   Pastor: In all Creation, we see God’s vision for the future. The gifts from  
  Creation lead us to build the dreams of God. With a heart of hope and a 
  soul of gratitude, let us share our offerings, especially our ELCA World 
  Hunger Church Offering, to create the Church of today and tomorrow. 
 
Offering                            “Pour Your Spirit Out”         Gall/Phillips/Fay/Williams/Gall 
 
Offering Prayer 
       All: We delight in your Creation, Loving God. We rejoice in your hopes,  
  visions and dreams. In a spirit of thanksgiving, we ask that you give 
  us the courage to take these talents to build and not bury, to  
  strengthen your Church in the world. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

         All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread  

           and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

       And lead us not into temptation,  

           but deliver us from evil, 

           for thine is the kingdom,  

           and the power, and the glory,  

           forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Communion Distribution 

As Lutherans, we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, the 
body and blood of our Lord.  All who desire to receive the gifts of grace, forgiveness, 
and new life are welcome to come to the Lord’s table.  You do not need to be  
Lutheran or a member of Ezekiel to receive these gifts from God. We will be  
receiving communion by bread and cup. Both red wine and white grape juice, at the 
center of the serving tray, are provided.  Gluten-free is also available. The ushers will 
direct you to the front to be served. 
 

Communion Song           “Another In The Fire”                               Davenport/Houston 
 
Post Communion Blessing 



We Write Our Dreams, We Build the Vision 
Everyone is invited to write, in a word or two, their dream for the church on the rock 
they were given at the start of service. At the conclusion of worship bring your rock to 
the table in the narthex where this structure of rocks will be placed. Once all rocks are 
placed, those present will come together and create our vision structure, which the  
pastor will then bless: 
 
The Blessing of the Visions 
   Pastor:         God of time, Spirit of space, Bless these visions. Use these dreams to  
                       carry us to tomorrow bringing love, grace and joy in your name. 
       All:          Amen. 
 
Benediction 
   Pastor: As we go forward, Spirit of God, Help us to collaborate with Creation  
  responsibly- 
  To order our lives around our ELCA Caring for Creation Ministry: 
   To give hope to the hopeless, 
   To stir us from complacency to action, 
   To create a world and Church that will inspire us, 
   Crafting a new earth that reflects your heaven. 
        All: Amen. 
 
Sending Song                       “Madly”                                                                          Fee 
 

Dismissal 
    Pastor:    Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

         All:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

    Pastor:  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

         All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Scattering Music                       
 
 
 



Worship Assistants 
 
Pastor:         Pastor Paul N. Svingen   
Musicians:   Matthew Mitchell, Wyatt Bell (electric guitar), Emily 
    Odegard (keyboard, vocals), Megan Odegard (banjolele), 
    Doyle Rundle (cajon), Ashley Thompson (bass)  
Reader:                            Tyler Linton  
Sound:    Michael Rundle 
Recording Tech:                     Jim Ashbach 
Communion Servers:             Amy Linton, Max Neuhaus, Vicki Olson      
Ushers:                                   Amy Linton, Tyler Linton 
Altar Guild:                        Pam Anderson, Dot Seebach              
Coffee Hour:                          Maureen Paulson, Patty Kahut, Mary Ashbach,  
              Jim Ashbach  
 
If you are interested in a large print bulletin for  Sunday morning worship, please 
sign up by Wednesday morning in the church office, email Leslie at  
lbenoy@ezekiellutheran.org or call 715-425-8294. 
 



God’s Ways 
 
To heal, to guide, to console—that is God’s doing on Pentecost. God looks at our ways. 
It is grace when he does that. He could also let us walk our ways, without looking at 
them. But he has looked—and he saw us wounded, lost, fearful. 
Now he is about to heal us. He touches the wounds that the past struck, and they close. 
They stop hurting; they can no longer harm our soul. Memories don’t torment us any 
longer. All our pains sink into nothing, into oblivion, like in the presence of a loved 
one. God is nearer to us than all that has passed. 
God wants to lead us. Not all the ways of humans are God’s leading. For a long time 
we can walk our own paths. On those we are pawns of coincidence, whether they bring 
good luck or misfortune. Our own ways always lead in a circle back to ourselves. But 
when God leads our ways, they guide us to him. God’s ways guide us to God. God 
leads us through happiness and unhappiness—always and only towards God. In this we 
recognize God’s ways. 
God wants to console us. God only consoles when there is reason enough for it; when 
humans do not know any more, when the meaninglessness of our life scares us. The 
world, as it is in reality always scares us. But the one who is consoled sees and has 
more than the world, this one has life with God. Nothing is destroyed, lost,  
meaningless, when God consoles. 
I healed, I guided, I consoled, “as I looked onto their ways.” Has God not done that  
uncounted times in our life? Has he not guised his own, often through great need and 
danger?  
How does God heal, how does he guide, how does he console? Only in that there is a 
voice within us that says, prays, calls, screams: “Beloved Father!” That is the Holy 
Spirit. That is Pentecost. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 


