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Welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran Church! We are pleased that you are worshipping with us 
today! 
 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images 
of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God 
better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to 
look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which 
we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup 
we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows 
with a power beyond our understanding. 
 

*Please stand. 
 

Prelude                                                                                                          

        

Gatherings Songs               “House of the Lord”                                      Smith/Wickham 
            “One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)”        
                                                                                                        Johnson/Gifford/Riddle 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Prayer 
        All: Miraculous God, come to us now, even as your Son came to those 
  first disciples on the shores of Galilee. Speak your peace to our  
  hearts. Touch us with your Holy Spirit. Reveal your word, that we 
  may hear your message this day, and live as your disciples in the 
  days and years to come. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

The Confession 
   Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, whose 
  steadfast love endures forever. 
        All: Amen. 
 

   Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

   Pastor: Merciful God, 
        All: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 
  own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take 
  the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too 
  often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. 
  Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 



The Forgiveness 
   Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 
  delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, your 
  sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
        All: Amen. 
 
 Lesson: 2 Cor inthians 5:6-17 
 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 (page 38 in pew Bible) 
 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                   Marcie Norum 
 

Sermon                                “Weeds and Seeds”                           Pastor Paul N. Svingen  
 

Song of the Day           “Build My Life”     Younker/Martin/Kaple/Redman/Barrett                                    
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  
    the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
    crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day                                                                                                 
    he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
    Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  
    saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
    everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of the Church 
    Pastor: God of grace,  
         All: hear our prayer. 
 

Offering                 “Multiplied”                                            Rinehart/Rinehart 
                           
Offering Prayer 
       All: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we 
  feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and 
  equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

         All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread  

           and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



  And lead us not into temptation,  

           but deliver us from evil, 

           for thine is the kingdom,  

           and the power, and the glory,  

           forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Communion Distribution 

As Lutherans, we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, the 
body and blood of our Lord.  All who desire to receive the gifts of grace, forgiveness, 
and new life are welcome to come to the Lord’s table.  You do not need to be  
Lutheran or a member of Ezekiel to receive these gifts from God. We will be  
receiving communion by bread and cup. Both red wine and white grape juice, at the 
center of the serving tray, are provided.  Gluten-free is also available. The ushers will 
direct you to the front to be served. 
 

Communion Song           “Do it Again”                           Brown/Brock/Redman/Furtick 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

Benediction 
   Pastor: The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 
  and show you the path of life this day and always. 
        All: Amen. 
 

*Closing Song                    “I’ll Fly Away”                                                         Brumley 
  

Dismissal 

    Pastor:    Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

         All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Scattering Music          
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