January 2022
We're still meeting with high school youth!
Come join us Wednesday nights from 7 p.m.
to 8 p.m. in Room 170 (or on the patio if the
weather is nice.)

THE BOX SCORE
General Fund Giving: December 2021
General Fund, Dec:
Total Year to Date:

$ 61,352
$520,152

General Fund Expenses: December 2021
General Fund, Dec:
Total Year to Date:

$ 57,692
$554,957

Annual Meeting: Ezekiel Luther an Church
Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January
30th at 1:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. All members
are encouraged to attend.

Thank you, dear fr iends, for all your pr ayer s, the
kindness you’ve shown and cards you sent at this
difficult time. We appreciate them all.
The Lee Davison family

202 South Second Street
River Falls, WI 54022

$575,421

Phone: 715-425-8294
FAX: 712-425-8274
Email: info@ezekiellutheran.org
Website: www.ezekiellutheran.org
www.facebook.com/ezekiel.lutheran

Shine the Light Mission/Capital Campaign (2020-2022)
Shine the Light! – December
$ 20,263
Shine the Light! – Gifts thru Nov
$397,561
Pledged over 3 years:
$530,178
Ezekiel Mortgage Balance:
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January 30, 2022 at 1:00 p.m.
in the sanctuary.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Use E3 cards to pay for ever yday shopping needs! Place
your order during regular business hours in the E3 Box
located in the church office. Order forms are available there,
or they can also be printed from Ezekiel’s website. Your
check needs to accompany your order. Please include your
email and phone number on your order form. We will let you know when the
cards are ready for you to pick up. Then stop by the office to get your cards from
Leslie or Steve. YOU spend nothing extra to help fund projects at Ezekiel!

Are you receiving the eblast email Ezekiel sends twice a week? If
not, the email could be going to your “spam” or “promotions”
folder instead of your “inbox.” Add Ezekiel (ezekiellutheran.org)
to your email contact list and the email program should bring
Ezekiel’s email to your inbox.

Vol. 3 Issue 1

Copies of the annual report will be available in
Fellowship Hall or outside the church office
beginning January 23rd.

Steve Miller, Church Treasurer, will be in room
100, January 23rd, between services at 9:45 a.m. to
review Ezekiel Lutheran Church finances and the
2022 budget.

Sunday School/Children/Families

From Your

MINISTRIES

COUNCIL PRESIDENT-ELECT
TERI ODEGARD
tlodegard@gmail.com • 715-426-9947
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “Plans to prosper
you, and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
This verse is well known to many of us. Over the past year I have been
inundated with this verse in the most unexpected places. It has almost been
following me. I find when that happens it’s not a coincidence, but God trying to
tell me something. So, after a year of wondering why I keep seeing this verse
everywhere, I decided to dig deeper into the seemingly simple text. Here is what
I’ve learned…
“For I know the plans I have for you”
God has a plan for my life? I have struggled with this idea in the past. It’s
wonderful to believe that the Creator knows the path I should take, but how am I
supposed to discern that plan? It’s not like I have the “red phone.” You know,
in those old movies where a really important person has five phones on his/her
desk, 4 black and 1 red. On the rarity, when the red phone rings, you know it’s a
direct line to someone even more important. I have always thought that my
mother-in-law has the “red phone” connecting her directly with God. She seems
to always make sense of things that happen in her life and understand the next
right step. Then I realized her direct line to God comes from her daily prayer
life. Prayer is something she needs like food or sleep. I’ll confess that I am not
quite there yet, but I am working toward a “red phone” of my own.
“Plans to prosper you, and not to harm you”
If this is true, then why have I endured struggles and sadness? God never said
that every day would be easy. What He does promise is that He will be with us
through the good and the bad. God will never leave us. We just have to trust in
him. Trust! Ugh! Why does it feel easier to trust God, a Being that I have never
physically seen, than to trust people? Our trust has been put to the test lately, in
our world and in our community. How do we overcome this trust issue? I am
directed back to the previous paragraph. Prayer! We need to pray about all
things. We need to pray for our congregation, our pastors, and our leaders. We
need to pray and God will provide what's needed. He will restore our trust.
“Plans to give you hope, and a future”
Wait, give me hope? I thought I was supposed to just feel hope inside. I have, at
times, been mockingly called “Bright-side Teri” for my strong belief that things
have a way of working themselves out. I’m not claiming to have more hope than
others or saying that I am blind to the bad in the world. It’s something that I
have to work at every day. It’s a choice. I choose to see the good and believe
that people have good intentions. But, inevitably it leads back to the first part of
this text again. We need to be in prayer. Our hope comes from God alone.
So, that’s what I have learned. And just when I thought I had it all figured out,
God sent me a new verse as I drafted this message. “You will call to Me and
come to pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me
when you search for Me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:12-13 Well, shoot…
why didn’t God just send me that verse first? It seems to sum up all that I’ve
been learning. God knows my heart and knew I needed to wrestle with verse 11
before I could truly appreciate verses 12 and 13. May this new year bring us
prosperity and renewed hope for our future. And may we continue to connect
with God using our “red phone.”

MARCI NORUM
mnorum@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-425-8294 ext 115

Relational
MINISTRY
SANDY TAUFERNER
stauferner@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-821-8379

Random Acts of Kindness

FEELING BLESSED!
Ezekiel served seven young members their First
Communion in December.

Ezekiel confirmation students, Jenna Juetten and Rory Opatz, baked and
delivered lasagna and Christmas cookies to eight Ezekiel households in
December. Because these young ladies enjoyed serving in this way last year,
they reached out to Ezekiel and wanted to serve again. What a wonderful
example of sharing God’s love with others!

We didn’t have our annual Sunday School Christmas
program but held a caroling session
on the front lawn by the
nativity. It was cold but well
attended. It was nice to be
able to sing together!
Sunday School & Confirmation families, make sure and
pick up your red plate of
blessings before we take the table
down.
Blessings to each of you in this new year!

Jacob’s Ladder
4K / PRESCHOOL / DAYCARE
AMY NELSON
anelson@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-629-7172

As Covid-19 continues to rage across our nation, we
know that it is incumbent upon each one of us to take
maximum precautions to remain free of this debilitating
virus. 20 years ago I was diagnosed with a virus that,
unbeknown to me, had invaded my heart and taken up
residence in my left ventricle. As it lived there it
enlarged my heart and ultimately endangered my life because both the
contraction and the conduction functions of my heart were compromised. I was
on a dangerous road. By the grace of God, over the years, with daily medication
and dietary responsibility, my heart has healed almost fully. I have an annual
echocardiogram to monitor the healing.
All to say, I remain careful to avoid enabling another virus, albeit Covid, to take
up residence in my heart. I expect that each one of you has your own health
story which guides the anti-Covid precautions you take.
Together with Pr. Jeff and I, the Worship Committee has affirmed that we
continue to use the “take home” sealed communion cups through this January/
February Epiphany Season. We will return to the pre-Advent practice of 1st and
3rd Sunday communion at 8:30 and 2nd and 4th Sunday communion at the 10:45
worship service. The pastors will temporarily pause from greeting worshippers
at the close of worship. Thank you for understanding.
I want to encourage you to celebrate the “take home” communion in
conjunction with the family meal. As Jesus did with his family of the 12
disciples on the night in which he was betrayed, I invite you to begin with the
group prayer (printed in the bulletin), then all hear one say “The Body of Christ
given for you” and each eats the bread (wafer or your own bread). Then enjoy
the family meal. After the meal, each communing person drinks the cup of juice
after hearing the words “The blood of Christ shed for you.” May I
suggest you then close with the Lord’s Prayer. Martin Luther would have said
“YES”.
Pastor Paul

