The holidays are quickly approaching! Will you be
buying extra groceries for needy families or holiday
celebrations? Shopping for the Giving Tree or giving ‘Fuel
Only’ gas cards? We have gift cards on hand, and can also
order cards from more than 600 national vendors.
Place your order during regular business hours in the E3 Box located in the
church office. Order forms are available there, or they can also be printed
from Ezekiel’s website. Your check needs to accompany your order. Please
include your email and phone number on your order form. We will let you
know when the cards are ready for you to pick up. Then stop by the office then
to get your cards from Leslie or Steve.

Due to covid there will be no Christmas Tea or
Bake Sale again this year. If you would like to
support Ezekiel’s women’s group and their many projects feel free to write a
check to Ezekiel WELCA and take it to the office or put it in the offering
plate.
WE sincerely hope things will be much better next year. Thank you for your
kindness, thoughts, and prayers.

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to all that donated money, dresses, and
miscellaneous items to Operation Christmas Child. Also
thanks to those that packed their own boxes. We collected
over 200 boxes this year . That’s a record for Ezekiel. Thanks
so much for supporting this ministry.

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank
those who have sent in their pledge cards for 2022,
those who have been able to catch up on their giving,
and those who were able to make an
additional contribution to help with bridging the gap
for this year's deficit. There is still time to catch up if
you haven't done so already or to make an additional
contribution. Please keep sending those pledge cards in. This is a great help in
planning next year's budget. "Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver." 2 Corinthians 9:7

Pastor Paul

Come join us for worship during Advent as we prepare our
hearts and minds for Advent. Wednesday Night Worship:
December 1, 8, 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Worship Services at Ezekiel
Christmas Eve - Friday, Dec 24th:
2:00 p.m. • 4:00 p.m. • 9:00 p.m.
(With Candles and Holy Communion)

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church)

We live in a world where life is shadowed by a variety
of clouds that darken our pathway. In our family life, in
our faith life, in our work life, and in our pursuit of
humility. mercy, justice and peace, we encounter the presence of less light
than we desire. In this Advent Season in which Jesus says to us, "There will
be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
the nations," we are called to also hear him saying to us, "Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near."
Advent, our time of waiting,
expectation and self-examination, is also a time of hope in God. We are not
alone in our journeys, and God is with us.

Phone: 715-425-8294
FAX: 712-425-8274
Email: info@ezekiellutheran.org
Website: www.ezekiellutheran.org
www.facebook.com/ezekiel.lutheran
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There is a table set up by the elevator at the nor th door on Walnut Str eet.
This is for the exchange or give-a-way of excesses Christmas decorations. The
table is for folks that want to down size/share their decoration supply or maybe
buy new items this year. Everyone is welcome to “shop” the table for Christmas
items needing a new home! Items are free. Leftover items will go to a local
charity before Christmas.
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Are you receiving the eblast email Ezekiel sends twice a week? If
not, the email could be going to your “spam” or “promotions”
folder instead of your “inbox.” Add Ezekiel (ezekiellutheran.org)
to your email contact list and the email program should bring
Ezekiel’s email to your inbox.

Exchange Table

December 1-15, 2021

Christmas Day - Saturday, Dec 25th:
10:00 a.m. - Worship
(With Holy Communion)

Sunday School/Children/Families
Business Administrator
STEVE DEVINE-JELINSKI
sjelinski@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-425-8294 ext 102

Some of you may know that I recently got engaged. Along with the excitement
of my upcoming nuptials, comes the uncertainty of how our two families will
function as one cohesive group. How will the kids get along living together?
How will we figure out things like time management, finances, activity
schedules, bathroom schedules!?!? In some ways this reminds me of Ezekiel
during our transition period. How will different groups, with different beliefs,
come together to achieve our mission? I think the answer is Communication and
Encouragement.
As the Transition Task Force begins their work, there are going to be many
conversations. Conversations about our needs and our wants for Ezekiel, and
how we can work together to become a cohesive group again. In 1 Peter 4:8-10
it says “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s
varied grace.” This verse speaks to us to use our time and talents to serve
others, serve the church; and to adapt our skills to fit the gaps that Ezekiel needs
to fill. Just like in our homes, family steps in to help each other. We should
feel compelled to do the same with our church family. We need to
communicate our needs so others know, rather than guessing, how they can step
up and fill those gaps.

MINISTRIES
MARCI NORUM
mnorum@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-425-8294 ext 115

Ezekiel’s Children’s Ministry has been quite busy.
Thanks be to God! We have three baptisms coming
up in the next few weeks. We also have seven
students who will receive their First Communion in
December. Please pray for all of these young people
and their families as they continue on their walk with Jesus.
Ezekiel’s Sunday School has collected over
$85 so far that will go to the River Falls Food
Pantry! The bulletin board is up and the
students enjoy seeing the amount rise each
week.

SANDY TAUFERNER

stauferner@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-821-8379

Reminder ...
Dec. 6 Deadline for the
Angels on Earth Giving Tree Program
Thank you to everyone who is helping provide a
brighter Christmas to the children of River Falls’
families that need a little extra help. In addition to the specific gift items for
the children, a “gas only” gift card can be donated to be given to a family.
Please bring items to church and place them under the tree in the fellowship
hall by Dec. 6. Remember to include the ornament with the gift so we know
who should receive the item and do NOT wrap the gifts as the parents will be
doing that. Questions? Contact Joyce Walen at 715-796-5660.

Children’s Christmas Program

The Winter Clothing Drive

Sunday, December 19th, 9:45 AM
Stay after the first service or come early before the second service to
hear the Christmas Story, as told by the children of Ezekiel.

In Hebrews 10:24-25, the Bible tells us that we need to encourage one another
as we serve. “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more important as you see the
Day approaching.” I think that most of us want to feel like we are part of
something greater than ourselves. Meeting together on Sundays, or outside of
church (safely in these COVID times) and investing time in each other helps
build those relationships and trust that creates a more positive, caring, and
cohesive culture. Coming to the town hall meetings between services will let
you listen to others in the church and hear their points of view. You may feel
like meeting up and talking more. This may spur further conversations. You
may not agree with someone else, but you can better understand why someone
may feel differently than you. For example, I have several friends who like the
Vikings. I don’t agree with that, but I can respect their points of view.
I think what we all need right now is someone to care. Someone who can
support without judgement. And someone who can come beside us and pick us
up when we fall down. As a church body, we should be doing this for one
another. I know that my trepidations about how the new household will run will
all be ok because we keep God at the center of the
relationship, both within the marriage, and within the
family.
Let’s work together. Communicate and
encourage. Like in Ecclesiastes 4:9, “Two are better than
one, because they have a good return for their labor: If
either of them falls down, one can help the other up.”

Relational
MINISTRY

The winter clothing drive began November 28
and goes through December 11, with the clothing
being delivered on December 11 to Sharing &
Caring Hands in Minneapolis. Barrels are set up
in the hallway outside of the Church office for
new or gently used clothing. (Housing and apartment things will no longer be collected.) Please
sign-up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to help load the
truck. We will leave Church at 9 a.m. Questions, call the church office at
715-425-8294.

THE BOX SCORE

The whole Ezekiel Lutheran community (ages 5-105) is invited to join
our confirmation classes for a night of service at Feed My Starving
Children in Eagan, MN. We will be packaging rice-based meals for kids
around the world without enough to eat. This event will take place on
Wednesday, December 8 from 3:55-7:20 p.m. if caravanning with
Ezekiel Lutheran Church, or meet us at the Eagan warehouse at 5:45 p.m. (990
Lone Oak Rd #136, Eagan, MN) Please sign up by Dec. 5 on the Children, Youth,
and Family bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall so we can pre-register you and
make sure we have enough transportation. Students in 4th grade or younger must
have an adult attend with them. Space is limited to the first 65 people, so sign up
soon! Contact Pastor Jeff for more information (715-425-8294).

General Fund Giving: October 2021
General Fund, Oct.:
Total Year to Date:

$ 62,394
$381,608

General Fund Expenses: October 2021
General Fund, Oct.:
Total Year to Date:

$ 51,244
$450,979

Shine the Light Mission/Capital Campaign (2020-2022)
Shine the Light! – September
$ 13,755
Shine the Light! – Gifts thru Oct .
$364,857
Pledged over 3 years:
$530,178
Ezekiel Mortgage Balance:

$594,031

