E3 is a a tax-exempt program which requires that it be
primarily staffed by volunteers. Please consider
volunteering to help!! People are needed in a variety of
roles that offer flexible scheduling and require VERY little
time (an hour or two a month!). Contact Valerie Wood
(sonnie8406@gmail.com; 651-210-8365) to volunteer or learn more about
how you can help.
Place your order during regular business hours in the E3 Box located in the
church office. Order forms are available there, or they can also be printed
from Ezekiel’s website. Your check needs to accompany your order. Please
include your email and phone number on your order form. We will let you
know when the cards are ready for you to pick up. Then stop by the office then
to get your cards from Leslie or Steve.

While the Bible is a voluminous text, it contains just a
few key concepts concerning how Christians should
live. We all know the ideas like 'love your neighbor
as yourself', and 'treat others as you would like to be
treated'. As far as Christian stewardship goes, the biblical idea is that we are
'blessed to be a blessing'.
This concept arises in the Old Testament. God tells Abraham “I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2)
Why are we blessed? As God's children, He loves us and one way He shows
His love for us is by blessing us with resources. Not only does He want us to
enjoy these gifts, He expects us to share them with others. In this way, His
love is spread throughout the world. So as we are blessed, we are a blessing to
those around us.

The Christian steward also actively looks for opportunities to share his time,
talents, and treasures with others. Opportunities not only come up frequently
at his church, but also in his community. The steward knows that he is putting
his faith into action.
Finally, the Christian steward gives gratefully and generously. He knows that
is a practice and an expression of his faith. As Paul says in 2nd Corinthians,
“God loves a cheerful giver."

202 South Second Street
River Falls, WI 54022

There are several qualities of a Christian steward. First, he recognizes that his
resources - times, talents, treasures - are gifts from God. He also knows that it
is his responsibility to use these resources to reflect God's love to others
around him. Stewardship is the joyous response of a grateful heart, not a
burdensome duty.

The following people have been selected to serve on the TransitionTask
Force. Pictured above: 1st row: Ruth Lee, Valerie Wood, Ellie Richards,
Teri Odegard. 2nd Row: Pastor Paul N. Svingen, Curt Larson, Jeanette
Juetten, Susan Lodge, Diane Bjornstal, Jennifer Knospe, Pastor Jeff Smith.
3rd Row: Brad Olson, Cory Whipkey, Heath Tille, John Warneke. Inset:
Ryan Carns, Ed Schramm, Joe Walen. These people will guide us over a
period of 6-9 months in our discernment of what has
actually changed, what yet needs to change, and how we as a
congregation can move together to embrace a healthy transition towards
the transformation that God will do in and among us. God wants us to
participate in God’s own transformative work. Our TTF will guide us in
our congregational response. The three areas they will focus on are: 1)
Vision/Mission, 2) Self Study, and 3) Staffing Needs/Leadership Team.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Basis of Christian Stewardship

Transition Task Force (TTF)

Phone: 715-425-8294
FAX: 712-425-8274
Email: info@ezekiellutheran.org
Website: www.ezekiellutheran.org
www.facebook.com/ezekiel.lutheran

Pick up a shoe box or two in the Fellowship Hall. Fill
your boxes with gifts for a child who may not receive
any other gifts this Christmas. Bring your boxes to
church on Dedication Sunday: November 14th. (Please
remember to include $9 to cover shipping costs.)
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Are you receiving the eblast email Ezekiel sends twice a week? If
not, the email could be going to your “spam” or “promotions”
folder instead of your “inbox.” Add Ezekiel (ezekiellutheran.org)
to your email contact list and the email program should bring
Ezekiel’s email to your inbox.

Operation Christmas Child

November 1-15, 2021

“Let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify God in heaven.”
- Matthew 5:16
Dear Ezekiel members,
The Transition Task Force has now been appointed, and the Ezekiel Church
Council wishes to send a heartfelt thank you to those who were not selected
for your willingness to serve. While you were not selected to the Task
Force, you and your individual talents continue to be gifts to Ezekiel. We
thank you for that, and you are truly appreciated. We both applaud your
desire to help Ezekiel during this vital and important chapter in our church’s
ministry, and in the words of Matthew, continue to let your light shine for
Ezekiel.
Maxfield E. Neuhaus
Pastor Paul N. Svingen
President of the Congregation
Intentional Interim Senior Pastor

From Your
INTERIM SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTRIES

PASTOR PAUL N. SVINGEN

MARCI NORUM

psvingen@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-425-8294 ext 110

mnorum@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-425-8294 ext 115

Thoughts Along the Way…
As I welcome the completion of ten weeks as your Intentional Interim Senior
Pastor, I wish to offer some observations and reflections on the ministry at
Ezekiel as I currently experience our life together:
 With Reformation Sunday and All Saints’ Day approaching fast, it is as
though we are already into what our culture claims as the Christmas Season.
This is a celebrative time in the life of the church and we welcome God’s
hand in our celebration events of these next eight weeks.
 After having its organizational meeting, its joint “kick-off” meeting with
staff and church council, and the privilege of being commissioned for this
vital ministry, the Transition Task Force (TTF) will divide into the three
focus teams who will examine our Vision for Mission, our staffing
configuration, and engage in a self-study focus which will embrace the five
developmental tasks which are:
 Coming to Terms with History
 Re-Discovering Our Identity
 Allowing Needed Leadership Change
 Re-thinking our Denominational Linkage
 Committing Ourselves to New Leadership and New Directions
 After the first two between services “Town Halls,” I have been pleased with
the response to the information shared and the dialog which has followed. In
session two, a question was asked: Are we going to be asked to meet in small
conversation groups so as to address some of the key issues which have resulted in division among the membership? How else can we expect to reconcile towards unity? Answer: The TTF will determine the specific process
but, as pastoral advisor, I would strongly support such a
reconciliation process.
 Another “Town Hall” question: How do we communicate with those
members who have absented themselves from Ezekiel since the pastoral
transition occurred? Answer: Here is an immediate issue for our TTF to
embrace.
 Is it likely that the in-person worship numbers are likely to increase?
Answer: Only God in heaven knows.
 Our Invite Committee is launching a lay visitation ministry which, over the
course of the next year, will afford every member of Ezekiel the opportunity
to receive two visiting/calling Ezekiel members to have conversation about
our life together at Ezekiel. The Program is entitled “40 Days of
Listening/40 Ways of Caring.” Visitors will receive training and visits/
conversations are not requests for financial support. Please pray that when
contacted, you will be guided by the Holy Spirit to receive those who are
inviting you to conversation and consolation.
 We are pleased with the beginning of Sunday School and Confirmation
instruction. Together with the early numbers at our Sunday morning “town
halls, I am pleased that we have begun the year of learning with learners of
adult, child, and youth age categories. My hope is that the numbers in all of
these age groups, and those of additional age groups, both can and will grow
soon. We need “all hands, and heads, and hearts on deck” if we are to
address our ‘family’ issues in a comprehensive manner that includes the
voices of all ages. (continued on next page)

Relational
MINISTRY

Sunday School/Children/Families

It’s been wonderful seeing our young
members back in church! Sunday School
begins with music each Sunday. Ms. Ruth
and Emma Knospe are our courageous
guides in leading music for both age
groups. At the end of music, we have an
offering. The Sunday School offering
will go to the River Falls Food Pantry.
The food pantry serves any person in need of
food that lives within the River Falls School
District. In 2020, the River Falls Food Pantry
had 2,700 visits and gave out almost 250,000
pounds of food and household items. Numbers
have increased over the past few months. In
September they had 352 visits and gave out
25,904 pounds of food. Amongst those visits
were 39 new households. They normally see 15
to 20 new families so that is quite an increase.
Every $1 donated equals about $6 in buying power through their
partnership with Second Harvest Heartland.
We all have a role to play in fighting hunger. Children can make a positive difference
in the lives of other kids in need. It’s important to talk to our children about hunger,
and inspire them to take action.
Watch for the River Falls Food Pantry bulletin board in the next few weeks! This will
show an ongoing visual as to how much we
raise for the River Falls Food Pantry.

Blessings to all of you!

“Thoughts along the way…” (continued from previous page)
 I am delighted that Ezekiel has a functioning Prayer Team. I want each
Ezekiel member to claim anew the power of prayer as the critical
component of our hopes for crafting a God-centered Vision for Mission in
the future. We live in a world that is increasingly an unchurched society. It
is our call to see this interim period as a God-given opportunity point for
engaging our spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, thoughtfulness, honesty,
helpfulness, hopefulness, and the gift of God’s love within us to co-create
with our God a future that embraces the ‘Spiritual Hunger’ of so many in
our world.
Pr. Paul

SANDY TAUFERNER
stauferner@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-821-8379

Autumn Transition and Opportunity
We are surrounded and experiencing the
beauty of the autumn changes in God’s
creation. This can be a time for slowing
down a bit, reflection, and preparing for
renewal. Spiritual support is important in
our autumn journeys. As beloved
children of God, the Holy Spirit helps each
of us be spiritual support to each other.
Connecting with other members of our community of faith is important in
walking together in our spiritual journeys. We can connect and support each
other at church services and have the opportunities of the fall activities resuming
at church. Connecting and spiritual support with one another is beneficial during
this time of transition and can be healing.
To help us connect and support each other, Ezekiel’s Council is launching a
congregational lay visitation program: 40 Days of Listening/40 Ways of Caring.
This program will engage members in conversation about the mission and
ministry of Ezekiel in this time of change and transition. Ezekiel members will
receive training for these visits and will go out in pairs to have conversations
with other members. As lay ministers of our community of faith we are each
empowered to reach out to others to connect in conversation.
If you are interested in being part of this visitation opportunity or want more
information, please contact me at my email address or cell phone number listed
above under my picture.

THE BOX SCORE
General Fund Giving: September 2021
September:
Total Year to Date:

$ 29,071
$319,205

General Fund Expenses: September 2021
September:
Total Year to Date:

$ 45,932
$399,735

Shine the Light Mission/Capital Campaign (2020-2022)
September
$ 5,577
Gifts thru September
$351,102
Pledged over 3 years:
$530,178
Ezekiel Mortgage Balance:

$602,267

