
 

September 5, 2021 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“God Knows You and Me” 
8:30 a.m. 



Ezekiel Lutheran Church In-Person Worship 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“God Knows You and Me” 
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Luke 14:25-33 

Sunday, September 5, 2021; 8:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran Church! We are pleased that you are worshipping with us today! 
 

*Please stand. 
 
Prelude                                      “What a Friend We Have In Jesus”                                 C. Converse 
                                                   “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                                               W. Runyan 
                                                   “Sweet Hour of Prayer “                                                 J.M. Hannert 
                                                                                       

Welcome  
 
*Call to Worship 

   Pastor: To take the clay of our lives, and shape disciples: 

        All: God calls us to the Potter’s House. 

   Pastor: To receive and mend those who are broken from life experiences: 

        All: God calls us to the Potter’s House. 

   Pastor: To love and heal those who are wounded from war: 

        All: God calls us to the Potter’s House. 

   Pastor: To shelter all who are outcast and heavily burdened: 

        All:  God calls us to the Potter’s House. 

   Pastor: Let us enter this place of transformation: 

        All: And worship our God! 

 
Gathering Hymn:                     “When in Our Music God Is Glorified”                             ELW 851 
 
The Invocation 
    Pastor: Oh Great and loving Potter, allow us to enter into your house to worship you. We 
  have come to lay the clay of our lives on your wheel so that we might be shaped and 
  fashioned into vessels for your Spirit who will mend those who suffer, heal the sick, 
  and offer the outcast loving shelter. 
        All: Create in us the spirit to serve those who are broken from laboring in life and 
  war. Bless us with a new attitude to serve you and your people. Amen. 
 
*Confession of Sin:  
   Pastor: We have watched those broken from life and war suffer before us. 
        All: We confess that you are a God of love and peace. 

   Pastor: Too often we have stood around returning veterans without extending a helping 
 hand. 

        All: We confess that you are a God of love and peace. 
   Pastor: Sometimes we have looked down upon them because they labored in war. 
        All: We confess that you are a God of love and peace. 



   Pastor: Let us confess: 
        All:  O God, You call us to live in a Just Peace Church, to work for justice for 
   all and to seek pathways to peace so that we may end war’s destruction of 
   human life and of creation. Yet we are part of a war that has gone on for 
   too long. Some fear the beginning of another war. We have not found the 
   words or the wisdom to guide our leaders into the ways of healing and 
   peace. Forgive us. 
   Pastor: O God, you call us to minister to all your children, including soldiers fighting 
   today’s wars and their families. We confess that we have not developed  
   ministries to touch those who return from combat broken in mind and soul.  
   We know the rising suicide numbers. 
        All: Forgive us. Mold us into the people you need to heal returning warriors, 
   military families, and societies battered from the war in the Middle East. 
   We confess that we need to be put on your Potter’s wheel, so that we might 
   minister love and healing in your holy name. Amen. 

 
*Apostolic Greeting 

   Pastor:     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
       All:  And also with you. 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
  All:    Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death 
 into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready 
 to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer 
 and Lord. Amen 
 
Lesson: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
    L: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  
 All: You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away.  
   L: You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways.  
 All: Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely.  
   L: You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me.  

 All: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is so high that I cannot attain it.  



   L: For it was you who formed my inward parts; 

    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  

 All: I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

    Wonderful are your works; 

      that I know very well.  

   L: My frame was not hidden from you, 

        when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  

 All: Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 

       In your book were written 

     all the days that were formed for me, 

     when none of them as yet existed.  

   L: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them!  

 All: I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 

     I come to the end—I am still with you.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  
 

Gospel:  Luke 14:25-33 
 

The Word for the Day          “God Knows You And Me”            Pastor Paul N. Svingen         

 

Hymn of the Day                               “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”             ELW 800 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
 Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and  
 was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into  
 heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the  
 living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of the Church 
   Pastor:     Hear us, O God. 
       All:      Your mercy is great. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offering/Offering Prayer    
   All:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to  
 rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the 
 offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. Amen.      
 
Offering Hymn                       “We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                    ELW 686 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread  

      and forgive us our trespasses 

      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil, 

      for thine is the kingdom,  

      and the power, and the glory,  

      forever and ever.  Amen.  
         

Communion Hymn                     “Let Us Break Bread Together”                                 ELW 471                                                                                          
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn                              “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”                                 ELW 547 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                   " In His Time"                                              Diane Bell 
        

Distribution  

 As Lutherans, we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, the 
body and blood of our Lord.  All who desire to receive the gifts of grace, forgiveness and 
new life are welcome to come to the Lord’s table.  You do not need to be Lutheran or a 
member of Ezekiel to receive these gifts from God. 

 This will take place in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall on your way out; please wait for 
usher to release you from your pew. 



WELCOME VISITORS. If you are a visitor  with us today, welcome to Ezekiel Lutheran 

Church!  
 

THIS WEEK AT EZEKIEL Sept. 5—Sept. 12 
Sunday, September 5 
   7:50 a.m.   Prayer before Worship, Chapel  
   8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sanctuary 
 

Monday, September 6—Labor Day 
                  Church Office Closed 
   

Wednesday, September 8 
   9:15 a.m.   Rebekah Circle, Rm 100  
 

Thursday, September 9 
   1:30 p.m.   Hannah Circle, Rm 100 
   6:30 p.m.   Cub Scouts, Fellowship Hall 
     

Saturday, September 11 
   8:00 a.m.   Worship Band Reheasal 
  

Sunday, September 12 
   7:50 a.m.   Prayer before Worship, Chapel  
   8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sanctuary 

The church office will be closed Monday, September  6, in observance of the Labor  Day  
holiday. We will reopen on Tuesday, September 7 at 9:00 a.m.  
 

The Fall Clothing Drive begins August 29 and goes through September  11, with the  

clothing being delivered on September 11 to Sharing & Caring Hands in Minneapolis. Barrels 

are set up in the hallway outside of the Church office for new or gently used clothing. (Housing 

and apartment things will no longer be collected.) Please sign-up on the bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall to help load the truck. We will leave Church at 9 a.m. Questions, call the 

Church office at 715-425-8294.  
 

Coffee Hour Changes: The purpose of coffee hour  is to create a time where the people who 

attend the early service can connect those that attend the late service. With the new COVID pro-

tocols in place we felt this was not happening. Therefore, Coffee Hour will be suspended for the 

month of September. We are going to offer a donut Sunday when we have yummy donuts from 

St. Bridget's Church. This will begin Oct. 3rd and will continue once a month until we are  

advised by the Church Council that we can resume coffee hour indoors. Thank you for your 

flexibility in these crazy times.  



Prayers of Healing 
Care and Joy 
This Week 

Those recovering from various medical situations...  

 Sue Olsen, recovering from surgery. 

 Matt Miller, heart surgery 

 Nick Ross, malignant nasal tumor 
  
All care givers.  
 
Condolences to family and friends of Sally Skaare, mother of Kevin Skaare, who passed away 
August 23.  Sally’s funeral was August 27th at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Hudson. 
 
 
World Events: 

 Those affected by Hurricane Ida.  Pray they have power restored and access to the basic 

needs such as food, water, shelter, and clothing. 

 Those affected by earthquake and Tropical Storm Grace in Haiti. Pray they have power  

restored and access to the basic needs such as food, water, shelter, and clothing. 

 Those in Afghanistan affected by the withdrawal of U.S. troops and now under Taliban rule.  

Pray for God’s provision for the physical needs for food, shelter, and water for the Afghan 

people. Pray for the safety and provision of U.S. and Afghan military forces who remain in 

the country.  

 Those affected by the Covid-19 virus: Pray for the virus to stop spreading. Pray for people 

who are infected or quarantine.  Pray for people who are at higher risk of getting Covid. 

Pray for frontline workers. Pray for the leaders to make responsible decisions. Pray for  

families adjusting to new ways of life. Pray for all people to understand the importance of 

getting a vaccine to protect themselves, their loved ones, and their community against 

Covid-19. 

 
If you have a prayer concern please submit your prayer request to the church office 
(info@ezekiellutheran.org) or 715-425-8294. All prayers are confidential. 
 

 

mailto:info@ezekiellutheran.org


Today’s Worship Assistants 
 

Pastor:   Rev. Paul N. Svingen 
Musicians:    Darla Benson, Greg Carter 
Lector:   Dick Seebach 
Sound:   Jim/Josh Ashbach 
Recording Tech:       Aidan Olson 
Communion Servers:   Cur t Larson, Dee Larson, Betty Skelton 
Ushers:  Greg Carter, Tom Soderberg, Joyce Walen 
Altar Guild:   Patti Graf-Palmer, Maureen Paulson, Cheryl Ross 

 

Ezekiel Lutheran Church 
202 South Second Street 
River Falls, WI 54022 

 
715-425-8294 
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