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Preparing for Worship 
As you enter the Sanctuary, you are invited to make the transition from “getting here” to “being here.” Take a 
moment to silence phones. You may use these moments of quiet time to listen to the Gathering Music as you 
prepare to come fully into the presence of God and our community of faith.  Please stand as you are able dur-
ing worship. 

Welcome to Worship 
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to cel-
ebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus' 
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his ex-
ample as we humbly care for one another, especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord's table we remem-
ber Jesus' sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world. 
 
PRELUDE                                                              “Adoro te Devote”                                      arr. D. Cherwien  

WELCOME 

GATHERING HYMN   “Ah Holy Jesus” vs 1 & 2                                

ELW 

Verse 1                                                                                            Verse 2  
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended                                   Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon 
thee? 
That we to judge thee have in hate pretended?                     Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,                                   ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; 
O most afflicted.                                                                            I crucified thee.  
 
WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

 L:  Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 
  death, and the devil‐all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle 
  to which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never  
  wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess 
  our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days  
  reconciled with God and with one another. 
 

Silence is Kept for Reflection 
 
 
 
 
            



 L: Most merciful God, 
 All: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned  
 against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have  
 left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our  
 neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in  
 your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake  
  God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ  
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entre forgiveness of all your sins, in  
 the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 All: Amen. 
 
HYMN                                                             “Ah Holy Jesus” vs. 3 & 4                                                              

ELW 

Verse 3                                                                                        Verse 4  
Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered;                For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,  
The slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;             thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 
for our atonement, while we nothing heeded,                    thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 
God interceded.                                                                         God interceded. 
 
GREETING 
 L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
 Spirit be with you all. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 All: Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 
  commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in  
  our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. Amen. 



PSALM (ELW): Psalm116:1–2,12–19 

I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. (Ps.116:13) 
 

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

 and listened to my supplication, 

for the LORD has given ear to me 

 whenever I called. 

How shall I repay the LORD 

 for all the good things God has done for me? 

I will lif the cup of salvation 

 and call on the name of the LORD. 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all God's people. 

Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

 is the death of your servants. 
 

GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 L: Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
  from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he  
  loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, son of  
  Simon Iscariot, to betray him. 
 All:  And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
  hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, 
  took off his outer robe, and ted a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a 
  basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was tied  
 around him. 
 L: He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
 All: “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
 L: Jesus answered, 
 L: “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
 L: Peter said to him, 
 All: “You will never wash my feet.” 
 L: Jesus answered, 
 L: “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
 L: Simon Peter said to him, 
 All: “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
 L: Jesus said to him, 
 L: “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.  
 And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
 L: For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you  are   
               clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the  
                table, he said to them, 

O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; 
 you have freed me from my bonds. 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call upon the name of the LORD. 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
 in the presence of all God's people, 
in the courts of the LORD's house, 
 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 



 L: “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
  right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you  
 also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also  
 should do as I have done to you. 
  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers  
 greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you  
 do them. Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in   
 him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify  
 him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and  
 as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give  
 you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also  
 should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you  
 have love for one another.” 
 

SERMON Part 1                       “In the Night in Which He Was Betrayed”            Pastor David Wrightsman 
 

HYMN                                                   “Jesu, Jesu Fill Us with Your Love”                                                         
ELW 

Refrain:      Verse 1 
Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with your love,   Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
Show us how to serve    Silently washes their feet, 
The neighbors we have from you.   Master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain 

Verse 2      Verse 3 
Neighbors are wealthy and poor,   These are the ones we will serve, 
Varied in color and race,    These are the ones we will love; 
Neighbors are nearby and far away. Refrain  All these are neighbors to us and you. Refrain 

Verse 4 
Kneel at the feet of our friends,  
Silently washing their feet: 
This is the way we will live with you. Refrain 

Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  Begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 



  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontus Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 L: Looking to the cross and called by Christ to love and serve one another, let us pray for 
  the church, the world, and all those in need. Hear us, O God. 

 All: Your mercy is great. 

  (Congregation will respond “Your mercy is great” as other intercessions are offered) 

 L: Hear the prayers of your people, merciful God, for the sake of the one who stretched 
  out his arms on the cross to redeem your people and to reconcile the whole creation, 
  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All: Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING                                                  “Ave Verum Corpus”                                         W. A. Mozart  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 God of glory, receive these gifs and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up from the 
 earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation may be brought 
 from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life; through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



BLESSING OF FIRST COMMUNION FAMILIES 
 L: The Sacrament of Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,   under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself, for us Christians to eat and to  
  drink. Jesus Christ’s introduction of the Lord’s Supper is found in Mathew, Mark, 
Luke,   and in Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Jesus took bread and wine and presented 
  it as his body and blood to his disciples. The Christian church continues this sacrament 
  to this day. What benefit do we receive from such  eating and drinking? 
 First Communion Parents and Families:   The benefit which we receive from eating and  
  drinking is shown us by these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 
of   sins. ”For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 L: How can eating and drinking Christ's body and blood do such great things? 
 All: It is not the eating and drinking that does this, but the words, “Given and shed 
FOR   YOU for the forgiveness of sins. ”Whoever believes these words has exactly what 
  they say, namely, the forgiveness of sins. 
 L:  Would those receiving their First Communion and their family members please face 
  the congregation.  
 All: We welcome you as communing members of Ezekiel Lutheran Church and the  
  world‐wide Christian community. Together we will explore the mystery and won-
der   of Holy Communion and receive Christ’s gifs of grace and salvation that come to 
us   through this holy sacrament. 
 L: Let us pray. Gracious God, thank you for these young people who stand before us 
  now. As they grow in years, deepen their faith in Christ and their trust in the guidance 
  of the Holy Spirit. Thank you for the parents and family members that support and 
  love them, and help every one of us to see ourselves, others, and the world though  
  Jesus’ eyes.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 All: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks;   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for   you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave   thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood,   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the  
  remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread 
  and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who trespass  
  against us. 



 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil, 
  for thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
SERMON Part 2                                     “The Night in the Garden”                  Pastor David Wrightsman 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
At this time, the lights will be dimmed and the altar and chancel area are stripped bare. During this  
time Psalm 22 will be sung. Through this symbolic act, we are reminded of the deep darkness that  
surrounded Jesus in his dying and the emptiness of the waiting which preceded the Easter  
announcement. 
 
 

Silence is Kept for Reflection. 
 

There will be no benediction, no closing music and no fellowship following this service. We are observing 
a vigil of waiting until Easter Morning. Please depart in silence. Worship continues with our Good  
Friday “Prayers Around the Cross” Service at 7:00 p.m. 
First Communion families are asked to remain seated in the Sanctuary until everyone has departed and 
the lights are turned on. At this time individual pictures may begin. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 

 As Lutherans we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine, the body 
and blood of our Lord.  All who desire to receive the gifs of grace, forgiveness and new life 
are welcome to come to the Lord’s table.  You do not need to be Lutheran or a member of 
Ezekiel to receive these gifs from God. 

 This will take place in the Narthex on your way out; please wait for usher to release you 
from your pew. 

 
 

Worship Assistants 
Senior Pastor: David Wrightsman 
Sound: Bob Owens  
Reader: Cur t Larson  
Ushers: Amy Linton, Tyler  Linton, Tor rey Pr igge, Josh Tank  
Cantor: Joyce Breen  
Communion Servers: Gail Wold, Kathy Cudd, Karen Olson  
Ist Communion: Marci Norum 
Organ/Music: John Albr ight 
Stripping of the altar: Lu Ann Hecht, Velma Waalkens, Ter r i Falkner ,  Hannah Falkner ,  
Sandy Tauferner, Cathy Hjersjo 
 


