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Upcoming Youth Ministry Events in
March:
High School: Fir eside, Wednesdays at Ezekiel
from 7-8 p.m.



During March, we are going to be diving
into the topic, Psalms: A Time of Song and Prayer. The psalms are
beautiful pieces of poetry that show us that we can be honest,
intimate, and vulnerable with ourselves and with God. Sign up
ahead of time with the link: https://ezekiel.ivolunteer.com.
Fireside will not meet over Spring Break (Wednesday,
March 24)

Confirmation:


6-8th grade: Weekly zoom meetings continue through March!
There will be no zoom meetings during Spring Break
(March 20 - 28). Sign up through this link:
https://ezekiel.ivolunteer.com/.
Worship notes will be updated to the Ezekiel Website.

E3 Makes a Difference—You can Help!
Since our start, Ezekiel’s Extra Endeavors has sold
over $775,000 of Scrip cards - and earned
$39,839.25 for “Extra” projects in and around
Ezekiel. That’s an impressive amount of “free” money! (“Free” because
no one pays anything extra to generate these dollars.) Volunteers make it
happen. Speaking of this - we can use help. In particular, we need
someone who is willing to serve as a backup local shopper. This
important role requires only a few hours each year. Please contact Sue
Hodgson if you think you might be willing to help (715-307-1039).

All Holy Week worship services are available
Virtually and In-Person at the times listed below:
PALM/ PASSION SUNDAY
Sunday, March 28
9:30 a.m.

Phone 715-425-8294
FAX 712-425-8274
Email: info@ezekiellutheran.org
Website: www.ezekiellutheran.org
www.facebook.com/ezekiel.lutheran

"Thank you for prayers, cards, phone calls and food during my emergency
surgery event in February. Tom & I feel so blessed and appreciated
everyone for helping make the time easier." Tom & Judie Caflisch

202 South Second Street
River Falls, WI 54022

Thank You

Pastor David Wrightsman

January 3, 2021

Volunteers Needed
Would you like to be part of a rotating assembly team
to help put together upcoming newsletters? We need
people to help on a regular basis with sealing and
labeling. If you would be interested in helping out,
please call Leslie at the church or email:
lbenoy@ezekiellutheran.org
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Are you receiving the eblast email Ezekiel sends twice a week? If
not, the email could be going to your “spam” or “promotions”
folder instead of your “inbox.” Add Ezekiel (ezekiellutheran.org)
to your email contact list and the email program should bring
Ezekiel’s email to your inbox.



March 16-31, 2021

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Thursday, April 1
7:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion
First Communion Celebration
GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, April 2
7:00 p.m. Worship with Prayers Around the Cross
EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 4
9:30 a.m.
Additional Service Time TBD
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Living the Resurrection ~
Holy Week at Ezekiel
During Holy Week, as Christians, we are
presented with the greatest of dramas the world
has ever known. It begins with Palm Sunday
(March 28) when the crowds hail Jesus as the
long-awaited Messiah and King. The raising of
Lazarus from the dead just a few days earlier
was the impetus for the crowd’s enthusiasm.
But it didn’t last long. Soon the popularity of Jesus would hit rock bottom
leading to a quick series of events that would include betrayal, a mock trial,
an angry mob, and a man by the name of Pontius Pilate who knew that Jesus
was innocent but, nevertheless, allowed the crowd to pursue crucifixion and
death for him.
On that Good Friday afternoon (April 2) when they took the dead body of
Jesus down from the cross to be buried in a garden tomb, all hope was gone
from his followers. Many had been with him the entire three-year period of
his ministry. But now it was over. The Master was dead...
...only he didn’t stay dead. On Easter Sunday morning (April 4) the women
who came to the tomb were the first to discover that death could not hold
Jesus – that he had risen from the dead and his promise of the gift of eternal
life to all who believe had been set into motion. On Easter Sunday the score
with death was finally settled and death lost, never to hold sway over
people’s lives again.
The news of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is what we in the
Christian faith call “Good News.” What better news could anyone hope to
hear than that they and their loved ones will live in eternity? What more
could anyone desire than to know that this life is not the end – that Jesus
Christ has opened the door to a whole new way of thinking and living.
And it’s this thinking and living the resurrection that we, as followers of
Jesus Christ, need to take seriously. In essence, we need to live our lives
from the vantage point of knowing that this life is not the be-all and the endall. There’s a whole new life that awaits us when we die. The grave cannot
hold us. Death cannot hold us back. It’s life that Jesus has given as the gift
of all gifts to those who are willing to believe.
So live like you believe it. Trust like you know in your heart that Jesus
Christ has won the battle. And bow down and worship Jesus Christ as the
resurrected Lord and God of your life. We’re people of the resurrection! The
game of life and death has been won and death has been dealt a complete
and final death blow.
Pastor Dave

SANDY TAUFERNER
stauferner@ezekiellutheran.org • 715-821-8379

Hope for Creation
Virtual Community Book Study

It’s getting “egg-citing” around here! Below you will
see what Sunday School families have to look forward
to:


Eight students (with their parents/guardians) will
participate in the Holy Communion Preparation
class on March 14th.



The Sunday School Curriculum will go out on
March 15th. Parents, each family will have a Holy
Week activities bag that will go along with the
curriculum. The bags are located on a table outside
the Chapel. You may pick your family’s bag up
beginning on March 15th.

Please visit our website to see the most current Sunday School Curriculum!

BRAIDING SWEETGRASS
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge,
and the Teachings of Plants
By Robin Wall Kimmerer


Five Tuesdays, April 6 – May 4



6:30 – 7:30 p.m. via Zoom. Discussion guides will be provided and
participants divided into small groups randomly each week.



Sign Up Now: hope4creationRF @gmail.com
Sign Up Deadline: Tuesday, March 30

Each participant is responsible for securing their own copy of the book.
Consider supporting a local business by purchasing the book from Fox
Den Books on Main Street, River Falls.

Introducing John Albright
John Albright of Lake City, MN, will be serving as
Ezekiel's interim organist for the next several weeks.
John has a degree in music and thirty-five years of
church music experience at churches in Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin. In
addition to playing piano and organ, he has been a choir and handbell choir
director, a pipe organ builder, and a private piano instructor. John and his wife,
Nancy, have two adult children, Nicholas and Emily.

Ezekiel is a member of Hope for Creation – River Falls communities of
faith partnering for a more sustainable future.

Ezekiel’s Easter Garden

Help Create a Spring Garden for our
Easter Celebration!

General Fund Giving: January ~ February 2021
General Fund, February:
$ 34,870
Total to date for year:
$ 80,749

Plans are underway to decorate Ezekiel’s altar with
colorful, blooming plants. Donations are being
accepted which will be used to purchase a variety of
spring flowers. Each $10.00 donation to the Easter
Garden will honor or memorialize a loved one. These remembrances will be
listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday. PLEASE INCLUDE WITH YOUR
DONATION: Your name and name of who the donation is in honor of or in
memory of. You may drop it in the offering basket or bring it in to the
church office by March 28, 2021. THANK YOU!

General Fund Expenses: February 2021
General Fund, February:
$ 57,764
Total to date for year:
$ 100,978

Operation Starfish

THE BOX SCORE

Shine the Light Mission/Capital Campaign (2020-2022)
Shine the Light! – February
$ 11,835
Shine the Light! – Gifts thru Feb
$ 281,059
Pledged over 3 years:
$ 530,178
Ezekiel Mortgage Balance:

$ 665,333

February Mission Project: Amigas Del Senor Monastery - Honduras $1,000

Operation Starfish will run through Lent. Your
contributions to the Starfish program will help support the
teachers and students of the school and the orphanage we
built in Ganthier, Haiti, along with the health center,
which is under construction. Please make checks out to:
Ezekiel/Starfish and bring them to the church office.

